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XML, the Extensible Markup Language, is everywhere: the syntax of choice for newly designed

document formats across almost all computer applications. Now used daily by developers, XML is

living up to its reputation as one of the most important developments in document interchange in the

history of computing.A perennial bestseller, the handy XML Pocket Reference from O'Reilly has

been revised once again to give you quick access to the latest goods. In addition to its

comprehensive look at XML, this third edition has been updated with new material on Namespaces

and XML Schema--considered among the most important elements in current XML use--along with

RELAX NG and Schematron, additional powerful tools for describing XML document structures.Like

other titles in O'Reilly's Pocket Reference series, the XML Pocket Reference, 3rd Edition features a

well-organized format that gets right to the point. As a result, it's already won over the allegiance of

developers everywhere. If you need XML answers quick and on the fly, this compact book is most

definitely the book for you.
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The other review book I received yesterday was XML Pocket Reference (3rd Edition) by Simon St.

Laurent and Michael Fitzgerald. Depending on what you're looking for, this may or may not the book

for you...Contents: Introduction; XML Structures; Document Type Definitions; W3C XML Schema;

RELAX NG; Schematron; XML Specifications; IndexAdmittedly, trying to cover "XML" in a single

book is a daunting task. XML is made up of so many standards and technologies (XPath, XForms,

XML Schema, etc.) that you either have to specialize your coverage area or be ready to publish a

*really* heavy book. To their credit, the authors stripped out XSLT into it's own pocket guide. That

act keeps this particular book small enough to fit in your pocket and that's good. But if you're

wanting information on XSLT and think this might be your book, forget it.Next, the XML Structures

and Document Type Definition chapters seemed to be a little confusing. There was something

introduced that I had never heard of before... something called "Productions" followed by syntax that

looked like regular expression language. Never having seen that term before in my XML reading, I

went back to the introduction to see what the authors wanted to convey there. The only explanation

was "As each structure is discussed, applicable productions from the XML 1.0 and 1.1 specs will be

listed in the order in which they appear in the specs." So, I still really don't know what productions

are, and I probably have to go to the specs to find that out. The description of each section in an

XML document, like CDATA or declarations, was nice though.The book starts to become really

useful when you get into the XML Schema section.
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